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di Alessia Pedace

Poltrona in rovere e pelle

di Jean Marie Massaud, libreria

in ebano macassar di Remeo Design /
Qak and leather armchair

by Jean Marie Massaud, bookcase

in macassar ebony by Romeo Desian
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& reso pil evidente grazie ad un sapiente utilizzo
della luce artificiale attraverso l'installazione

di corpi illuminanti con sorgenti che emettono
luce di colore rosso, a simboleggiare il fuoco.
L'illuminazione riveste un ruclo fondamentale
anche nella creazione dell'identita "notturna"
del Romeo Hotel. La facciata infatti & illuminata
con diverse tipologie di apparecchi illuminanti

a luce bianca o colorata posizionati in modo

da riflettersi sugli elementi in acciaio e creare
degli affascinanti effetti di luce.

Il Romeo Hotel & anche una galleria d'arte
diffusa. Le opere sono esposte in forma nuova:
nella lobby & possibile ammirare opere di
Mimmo Paladino e Mario Schifano, mentre artisti
come Francesco Clemente, Sergio Fermariello,
Maddalena Ambrosio e altri hanno realizzato
appositamente per questo hotel opere che
impreziosiscono le aree comuni della lobby,

del foyer al secondo piano, del ristorante
gourmet Il Comandante, della sala Lauro

del centro congressi e del Romeo Poal Bar.

Una nota d'attenzione a parte la meritanoe i corpi
illuminanti utilizzati negli spazi comune, vere
opere d'arte che contribuiscono al concetto

di galleria d'arte diffusa dell'hotel. Tra di essi

vi sono le lampade da terra in ceramica Audrey
disegnate dall'artista Romeo Orsi, piantane Holly
di Poltrona Frau disegnate da Jean-Marie
Massaud e prodotte a mano dai maestri vetrai

di Murano o le lampade da terra in polietilene
lineare Lady Jane di Serralunga firmate da Marc
Sadler. Inoltre si possono ammirare oggetti dal
design moderno che traggono ispirazione dalla
tradizione giapponese come la lampada da terra
Katana TR in fibra di carbonio verniciata di
Leucos, disegnata da Valerio Cometti e Paolo
Balzanelli, o la lampada da tavolo porta=incenso
in resina Porcupine disegnata da Ikka Supponen
per Lisn, un'azienda giapponese dedita da secoli
al commercio di incenso.

Grande spazio & dato anche alla fotografia,

can scatti sulla Napoli di oggi e di Terl di fotografi
napoletani, tra | quali Mimmo Jodice, Vincenzo
Castella, Antonio Biasiucci, Manica Biancardi,
Raffaela Mariniello e altri. Anche all'interno
delle stanze sono presenti fotografie raffiguranti
la citta, con immagini vintage provenienti

dallo starico Archivio Fotografico Alinari.

In Naples: tradition, light
and modernity

At the Romeo Hotel, a few steps away
from the Maschio Angioino, interiors with
Spazzapan tables, Hermes pottery,
artworks by Mimmo lodice, luminaires
by Jean-Marie Massaud and Marc Sadler

he restoration of old buildings is a topical
subject, both for the need to increase
human activities sustainability and for "ethical”
reasons, since it represents an oppartunity
to enhance our architectural heritage that could
bring back to life buildings or entire parts
of our cities.
A great example of a pre-existing building's
restoration is represented by the Romeo Hotel
in Naples, in Via Marina, a few steps away from
the port and the Maschio Angicino.
The five-star hotel building was once the
headquarter of the Lauro fleet, and even during
its construction it represented a clean break
with tradition, being one of the first glass
and steel modern buildings built in Naples
during the fifties. This contrast between

tradition and modernity was kept in the design
of the building renovation and restoration
signed by the Kenzo Tange & Associates firm

of Tokyo, which transformed Palazzo Lauro

in a 5-star hotel while keeping intact the main
features of the old building. The glazed fagade
was kept with the addition of curvilinear shapes
that recall sea waves and that, by reflecting
light, create a different dynamic effect according
to the time of the day. Moreover, the wide
glazed surfaces allow the entrance of a great
amount of daylight inside the building.

The contrast between tradition and modernity

is also the leitmotiv of the interior design,
where each detail was carefully chosen, linking
originality, history and tradition. Mendini's
armchairs and Spazzapan's tables live together
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F na precedente: bancone
da ricevimento B&B in ebano

macassar @ vetra impac

Duchamp; poltrona Alone
di Poy

Twiggy di Foscarini

na Frau e lampada

1 Matamaorfos! in fre attid
Fre C

: Katana Terra Dual Inside

Sotto: lampadain
ceramica Audrey e poltroncing

Stha di Romee Orsi /

eption

Previous page: B&EB re

desk In macassar ebony and

Puchamp impact g armchair
by Poltrona Frau and Twiggy lamp
by Foscarini.

Above: Metamorphosis in three
acts by Francesco Clemente,
Right: Katana Terra Dual Inside by
Leucos, Below: Audrey o

amic
lamp and Sitla armchair by
Romeo Ors

with a collection of Hermes antique pottery,
17th century's Japanese armours and Louis XIV
armchairs.

The hotel offers three types of rooms and five
types of suites, each one with an extremely
careful and refined design with, among others,
furniture designed by Frau, Duchamp glass
finishing and lighting made with FontanaArte
luminaires. In more details, the floor luminaires
Flute and Passion and the ceiling lamp Flute 1
were chosen, all characterized by simple

and essential lines but at the same time

of great impact and by the use of materials
such as glass and metal.

The ten floors of the hotel house exclusive
spaces such as a wellness centre, an outdoor
pool, a gourmet restaurant and conference
rooms. The wellness centre and the outdoor
pool were designed by the Studio Bizzarro &
Partners firm, which took inspiration from

the eternal contrast between the Vesuvius
and the sea that characterizes the city of Naples.
Such contrast is made clearer by a wise use

of artificial lighting through the installation
of luminaires with light sources that emit

red coloured light that represents fire.
Lighting also plays a relevant rale in the
development of the “night-time" identity

of the Romeo Hotel, indeed the facade is lit
by different types of luminaires emitting white
or coloured light and carefully placed in order
1o create reflections on steel elements and

to develop fascinating light effects.

The Romeo Hotel is also a diffuse art gallery

in which the artworks are displayed in an
innovative way. In the lobby it is possible

to admire works by Mimmo Paladino and
Mario Schifano whereas artists such as Francesco
Clemente, Sergio Fermariello, Maddalena
Ambrosio and others designed for this hotal
artworks that embellish the common areas

of the lobby, of the second floor foyer,

of the "Il Comandante" gourmet restaurant,
of the conference centre Lauro room and

of the Romeo Pool Bar.

A special note should be made about the
luminaires used in the common areas of the
refined five star, real artworks that contribute
to the hotel's concept of diffuse art gallery.
Among them there are the ceramic floor lamps
Audrey designed by the artist Romeo Orsi, floor
luminaires Holly by Paltrona Frau designed

by lean-Marie Massaud and handmade

by Murano's glass masters or the floor lamps
in linear polyethylene Lady Jane by Serralunga
signed by Marc Sadler. Moreover, it is possible
to admire modern design objects inspired

by Japanese tradition such as the floor lamp
Katana TR by Leucos made of painted carbon
fibre, designed by Valerio Cometti and Paolo
Balzanelli, or the table incense-holder lamp
Parcupine made of resin and designed by lkka
Supponen for Lisn, a lapanese company that
deals incense from centuries.

Great space is also given to photography with
shots representing the thousand faces of the
past and nowadays Naples taken by Neapolitan
photographers, among whom Mimmo lodice,
Vincenza Castella, Antonio Biasiucc, Monica
Biancardi, Raffaela Mariniello and others.
Photos of the city are also placed inside

the room, with vintage pictures coming from
the Alinari photo archive, o
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